puters to replace people. That was the battle cry back in the early 1960s.
D&T: How would you like to see the evolution of DAC and its relationships to other societies? Pistilli: Well, I think that we have a good mixture right now. We have the ACM, which is the SIGDA [Special Interest Group on Design Automation] portion. ACM has a lot of CAD tool users, more of them than the designer types that design the tools. And a lot of the engineers who work in the design houses belong to SIGDA; that is a good thing. CASS gives you more of the eye-level designers. Later on, EDAC (Electronic Design Automation Consortium) joined as a sponsor, which gave us added support from the exhibiting companies. As DAC grows, we may attract new groups and these may be added to the mixture.
D&T: So to you, DAC is completely relevant, will evolve with the community, and has the tradition to do so.
Pistilli:
In my first speech in 1964, I predicted that this event would grow. As early as 1965, we had papers on artificial intelligence and its effect on design automation. So, the biggest thing that happened is Moore's law changed how many transistors we can get onto a device.
The only thing that slowed DAC down is the economy in the last two or three years, where people haven't put that much into research, but we've seen this before. If you looked at 40 years of DAC and built a graph, you would see these peaks that we just went through three years ago, and then have it drop off for a couple of years. The reason it peaks again is because our industry was driving all of the products out there-handheld computers, consumer products-they're all driven by the electronics industry, which is driven by CAD tools. 
D&T:

